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Cambridge’s All Candidates’
Night and McGuinty both
address poverty reduction

On alocal level, the Social
Planning Council of Cam-
bridge and North Dumfries
and its Community Response
for Fair Income Group hosted
an All Candidates’ Night on
September 20, 2007 in Pre-
ston to highlight the need for
a poverty reduction strategy
now. About 100 people at-
tended the event and were
given opportunity to hear an-
swers from the candidates on
issues of housing, minimum
wage, social assistance and
child care as well as the loss
of manufacturing jobs in the
area. Poverty is a persistent
Issue in this province as 1 in 6
children grow up in poverty,
and the gap between rich and
poor families is at a record
high despite strong economic
growth over the past 10 years
(Campaign 2000). In Cam-
bridge, there are over 15,300
people living in poverty. All
of the candidates for Cam-
bridge attended the event:

Gerry Martiniuk (PCP), Kath-
ryn McGarry (OLP), Colin
Carmichael (GPO), Paul Van-
dervet (FCP) and Mitch
Healey (NDP).

On a provincial level, in
early October, Liberal
leader Dalton McGuinty an-
nounced plans to incorpo-
rate action on poverty reduc-
tion into his campaign plat-
form. The Social Planning
Network of Ontario (SPNO)
released a statement by
Janet Gasparini, Chair of the
SPNO, who said, “We are
very pleased to hear that if
elected, the Liberals will
work with us to ensure that
measurable targets are set
and that plans will be put in
place to reach those tar-
gets.” In every community
citizens have confirmed that
poverty reduction must be a
priority for the next provin-
cial government. Let’s work
to ensure that it is!
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SPC UPDATE

Stand up Against Poverty

October 17" is the In-
ternational Day of the
Eradication of Poverty.
The Make Poverty His-
tory Campaign is en-
couraging people to
find creative ways to
STAND UP and SPEAK
ouT
(www.makepovertyhist
ory.ca). Against what
are you speaking out?
Here are the facts: “A
child dies every three
seconds as a result of
extreme poverty.” You
may be saying, “Wait a
second - not in Can-
ada!” Infact,1in6
children in Canada live
in poverty.

STAND UP and SPEAK
OUT is a worldwide call
to take action against
poverty and inequality

and a call to hold gov-
ernments accountable to
their commitments to the
United Nation's Millen-
nium Development
Goals. On October 17th,
be a part of this growing
movement of people
who refuse to stay silent
or seated in the face of
poverty. Help us break
the Guinness World Re-
cord by literally stand-
ing up, so we can break
the record of broken
promises.

The Social Planning
Council of Cambridge
and North Dumfries is
STANDING UP and
SPEAKING OUT against
poverty by encouraging
Cambridge and North
Dumfries residents to
wear black and white

SIGN POSTS 2007 RELEASE
ON OCTOBER 17, 2007

The Social Planning
Council of Cam-
bridge and North
Dumfries (SPCCND)
and the Cambridge
and North Dumfries
Community Founda-
tion will release their
Sign Posts 2007
document on Octo-
ber 17, 2007, to re-
veal a snapshot of
Cambridge and
North Dumfries. The
second annual edi-
tion will provide a

gauge for residents
and community lead-
ers to evaluate com-
munity trends with
indicators that in-
clude learning and
work, health and
supports, belonging,
housing, arts and cul-
ture, the environ-
ment and safety.
More information
about the document
will be available af-
ter Wednesday, so
stay tuned!

on October 17", By
wearing black and
white on this day you
will be joining us in
standing up against
poverty. In addition,
an electronic petition
will be sent to our
listserv members on
October 17™. People
are asked to stand at
their desks and hit re-
ply (thereby signing
the electronic petition).
For those who want to
participate but don’t
receive the e-mail,
they can stand at their
desks while sending us
an email on that day,
and they will also be
joining us in solidarity
against poverty. Please
distribute this notice
broadly and encourage
co-workers and pro-

ST/AND UP

ASAINST POVERTY AND FIHA THE MILLENNIURM HEVELOPMENT SOALS

gram participants to
join us in local action.
These numbers will be
counted (those who
electronically sign the
petition) and this will be
submitted to local politi-
cians as well as the
Stand Up and Speak Out
movement to ensure all
who participate will be
included in the number
submitted to the Guin-
ness World Records.
Please join us on Octo-
ber 17"...wear black
and white...and unite in
solidarity by virtually
STANDING UP and
SPEAKING OUT against
poverty. For further
details or promotional
material please e-mail:

stephanie@socialplanning
council-cnd.org.
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Cambridge and North Oemfran

Information Cambridge and North Dumfries is
committed to providing accurate and timely infor-
mation to our community members. If you are an
organization that provides human and social ser-

vices in Cambridge and North Dumfries and
would like to be included in our free database,
please call:

(519) 740-3030
R
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CURRENT ISSUES/EVENTS

SPC STAFF ATTEND VOTE OUT POVERTY EVENT

The Social Planning
Council staff trav-
elled to Toronto on
October 1 to take
part in the Vote Out
Poverty event at
Massey Hall. The
packed audience
was entertained by a
variety of musical
groups including The
Nylons and Susan
Aglukark. Mary
Walsh from This Hour
has 22 Minutes was a
very entertaining
emcee for the night.
Some of the political
guests included Jack
Layton, Howard
Hampton and Kath-
leen Wynne (who
was the successful
candidate against PC
John Tory in the Oc-
tober 10th election).

Referendum
and election
results...

Although not official yet,
the Elections Ontario
website has posted the
results received as of
Sunday, October 14,
2007, of the referendum
held on election day.
Currently, the people of
the province of Ontario
have voted 63.1% in
favour of the existing

The main attraction
of the evening was
an address by
Stephen Lewis who
challenged the gov-
ernment to take ac-
tion on poverty and
follow through on
previous commit-
ments made.

Lewis stated that 1 in
6 children grow up in
poverty,and 1in4

electoral system (First
Past the Post), and
36.9% of Ontarians who
voted have chosen the
alternative electoral
system of Mixed Mem-
ber Proportional
(MMP).

According to Elections
Ontario, the result of
the referendum is bind-
ing if the recom-

aboriginal children
live in poverty in On-
tario. He cited a pov-
erty rate of 14.9% for
Canada compared to
many other countries
whose rates are 2 or
3%.

In his impassioned
speech, Lewis called
for a minimum wage
of $10 immediately, a
dramatic increase in

mended electoral sys-
tem is selected in :

(a) At least 60% of all
the valid referendum
ballots cast; and

(b) more than 50% of
the valid referendum
ballots cast in each of
at least 64 electoral
districts.

Locally, 61.4% of Cam-
bridge residents voted
in favour of the existing
electoral system and
38.6% voted for MMP.
Voter turnout statistics
show that 42, 933 peo-
ple (out of 87,019 eligi-

social assistance
which is indexed, uni-
versal child care, af-
fordable housing, al-
lowances for disabled
persons and a univer-
sal drug and dental
plan. Lewis received
a standing ovation.
Above Photo: The Nylons
perform at Massey Hall
during the Vote Out Pov-
erty night. Photo taken
by Jana Papke.

ble voters or 49.3% of
Cambridge residents)
voted in this provincial
election. That figure is
actually lower than the
2003 provincial election
voter turnout in Cam-
bridge which was about
54%.

Gerry Martiniuk (PCP)
was successful in Cam-
bridge with 41.7% of the
vote; Kathryn McGarry
had 34.1% of the vote in
Cambridge. For more
information check out:
www.elections.on.ca
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NON-PROFIT NEWS

Excellent resources for non- profits
to investigate

Lynn Eakin, a private
consultant in To-
ronto, has written a
considerable amount
for the non-profit
sector. Recently,
Lynn completed an
administrative bur-
den study with the
support of the
Wellesley Institute,
and it is now avail-
able - both the 8
page executive sum-
mary and the longer
full report. They are
available separately
in colour on the fol-
lowing website:
www.lynneakin.com
and in a single docu-
ment in black and
white on the Welles-
ley site:
www.wellesleyinstitu
te.ca.

An excerpt states:

"The findings are
sobering. The ad-
ministrative burden
placed by funders
on community non-
profit organizations
is so heavy and so
unrelenting and
places so many
constraints on their
ability to operate
that it is a wonder
they can deliver
any services effec-
tively. "

This is a readable

study which can be
used to educate
members of Boards
of Directors and
other interested par-
ties. It will be useful
for groups of non-
profit service provid-
ers and funders to
engage in discus-
sions about grant
terms and conditions
and grant proce-
dures. This study
provides the detailed
information and the
tools needed to
shape funding re-
form initiatives, but
the drive for reform
needs to come indi-
vidually and collec-
tively from the sec-
tor.

In addition, the Ur-
ban Institute has
some excellent mate-
rial on building skills
and promoting job
advancement. The
Promise of Employer-
Focused Strategies by
Karin Martinson is
one resource to
check out. Here’s a
summary: “While
many skill-upgrade
initiatives are based
in the public or pri-
vate education sys-
tem, efforts where
businesses sponsor
or play a lead role in

developing training
also provide an im-
portant venue for
skill building. This
paper examines why
employer-focused
training is a promis-
ing strategy for
boosting the earn-
ings of low-income
individuals while
also providing bene-
fits to employers.
Three employer-
focused models with
potential for improv-
ing skills and pro-
moting job advance-
ment among low-
wage workers are
examined: incum-
bent worker training
programs, sectoral
training programs,
and career ladder
programs.

The Outcome Indica-
tors Project provides
a framework for
tracking nonprofit
performance. It sug-
gests candidate out-
comes and outcome
indicators to assist
nonprofit organiza-
tions that seek to de-
velop new outcome
monitoring proc-
esses or improve
their existing sys-
tems. Check out the
website: http://

www.urban.org/
publications/411535.html

Women’s Dialogue

Hosted by The SPC and
YWCA Cambridge

The evening will include:

*A presentation of In a
Different Voice which
looks at how gender
shapes the perceptions of
local residents

*An update on the
YWCA'’s needs assess-
ment regarding a Re-
source Centre for
Women and Girls

October 24, 2007
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
150 Main Street, 1st Flr.
Cambridge

For more information,
contact Dina Etmanskie

519-623-1713 or

dina@socialplanningcou
ncil-cnd.org

150 Main Street
2nd floor
Cambridge ON
N1R 6P9

Phone: (519) 623-1713
Fax: (519 621-6220

www.socialplanningcouncil-
cnd.org
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