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FIGURE 29: IN-COMMUTERS, CAMBRIDGE, 2006 

From: Cambridge Kitchener Waterloo Guelph Hamilton North 
Dumfries 

Brantford Brant 

To: 

Cambridge 33,860 11,230 2,645 1,920 1,850 1,560 1,365 1,315 

*Source: Statistics Canada 2006 Census 

FIGURE 30: IN-COMMUTERS, NORTH DUMFRIES, 2006 

From: North 
Dumfries 

Cambridge Kitchener Brant Waterloo Blandford-
Belnheim 

Hamilton Wilmot 

To: 

North 
Dumfries 

780 1,615 1,015 245 175 170 170 145 

*Source: Statistics Canada 2006 Census 

INCOME AND EARNINGS 

EMPLOYMENT INCOME 
As after-tax income was not available from Statistics Canada prior to the 2006 census, Figure 31 outlines the 
2005 after-tax income without comparison, as gathered from the 2006 census.  A disparity exists between the 
income of men and women, which is actually less pronounced in the after-tax figure compared with the 
before-tax figure.  Median annual after-tax income for men in Cambridge in 2005 was $33,176, whereas 
median after-tax income for females in Cambridge was $19,801.  Median earned after-tax income by females 
amounted to 59.7% of the median male after-tax income in Cambridge.  In North Dumfries, a similar trend 
was found, as median female annual after-tax income, at $23,172, was 61.1% of median male annual after-tax 
income, which was at $37,904 in 2005.  The comparable Ontario and Canada median incomes are slightly 
more equitable.  The median female annual after-tax income for Ontario in 2005 was $20,201, which 
amounted to 66.9% of the median male annual after-tax income of $30,182.  In 2005, the Canada-wide 
disparity between male and female annual after-tax income was at 68.1%, as the median female earned 
$19,287, whereas the median male earned $28,291.   

FAMILY INCOME 
In 2005, median after-tax annual income for families in Cambridge was $61,351.  The disparity of income 
across family types was significant, with the top earning family type’s income at more than double the income 
of the lowest earning family type.  In Cambridge in 2005, the highest earning family type, which was also the 
most abundant family type, was the married-couple family, whereby the median after-tax annual income was 
$67,744.  The other two-parent family type, common-law couple families, had the next greatest after-tax 
annual income at $57,940.  The lone-parent family types were the lowest earners, with annual after-tax 
income for male lone-parent families at $45,234, and female lone-parent after-tax annual income at $33,306.   

Income in North Dumfries was universally higher than in Cambridge.  The median after-tax annual income 
for families in North Dumfries in 2005 was $74,083, which was $12,732 greater than median after-tax 
income in Cambridge.  North Dumfries, though, did have the same family income hierarchy as Cambridge, 
whereby the highest earning families are those with two adults, notably married-couple families who have 
annual after-tax incomes of $77,927, and common-law couple families at $65,138.  The median after-tax 
annual income for lone parent families is lower, although the disparity is much less than in Cambridge; male 
lone-parent families have a median after-tax income of $45,520, whereas female lone-parent income was at 
$44,524.  
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FIGURE 31: MEDIAN AFTER-TAX INCOME BY FAMILY TYPE, 2005 

 
 

FIGURE 32: MEDIAN INCOME AFTER TAX, 2005 
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Median Household Income
Cambridge and North Dumfries, 2005

Median Household  
Income by Census Tract
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$58,158.01 - $64,444.00

$64,444.01 - $78,718.00

$78,718.01 - $100,224.00
Prepared by: Social Planning Council of Cambridge and North Dumfries
Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, DMTI Spatial

Cambridge

North Dumfries

MAP 22: MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME, CAMBRIDGE AND NORTH DUMFRIES, 2005 

 

LOW INCOME  

Low Income is a product of residents of households who meet the criteria for the Low Income Cut-Off 
(LICO), which is an income threshold below which a family will allocate a larger share of income to basic 
needs, including food, shelter, and clothing, as compared to the average family.   Using 2005 data, despite 
comparable average shelter costs, and likely similar food and clothing costs, Cambridge had much greater 
proportion of its population who are low income as compared with North Dumfries.  After-tax, about 8,440 
residents in Cambridge lived in a household that has a low income in 2005, which comprised 7.1% of the 
total population.  �e female population was slightly more  afflicted, as 7.6% of females in Cambridge lived in 
homes with low income.  �e under-18-years-old populati on in Cambridge had greater rates of living in low 
income households, at 9.8% of this population.  Interestingly, males in the under-18-years-old cohort were 
more representative in the low-income sample, with 10.5% of this population.   

In North Dumfries, the rate for males living in low income households after-tax in 2005 was 4.4%, which 
was slightly higher than the female rate of 3.9%.  Similar to Cambridge, the rates for persons under-18-years-
old living in low income households were greater than that of the overall population.  In 2005, 7.1% of the 
population under-18-years-old lived in a low income household, and rates were similar for males and females, 
at 7.3% for males and 7.0% of females.   
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Total Families by Prevalence of Low Income (Before Tax)
Cambridge and North Dumfries, 2005

% Low Income Families 
by Census Tract

3% - 4%

5% - 7%
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11% - 14%
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Cambridge

North Dumfries

Produced by: Social Planning Council of Cambridge and North Dumfries
Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, DMTI Spatial

FIGURE 33: LOW INCOME BY GENDER AND REGION, 2005 

 egdirbmaC North Dumfries 

 Males Females Males Females 

Low income before tax (all 
people) 

8.4% 10.7% 4.9% 5.2% 

Low income after tax (all people) 6.6% 7.6% 4.4% 3.9% 

Low income before tax 
(population under 18 years) 

12.6% 12.1% 7.7% 8.7% 

Low income after tax (population 
under 18 years) 

10.5% 9.1% 7.3% 7.0% 

*Source: Statistics Canada 2006 Census 

 

MAP 23: TOTAL FAMILIES BY PREVALENCE OF LOW INCOME, CAMBRIDGE AND NORTH DUMFRIES, 2005 
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Unemployment Rate
Cambridge and North Dumfries, 2006

Unemployment Rate by 
Dissemination Area
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Prepared by: Social Planning Council of Cambridge and North Dumfries
Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, DMTI Spatial

MAP 24: UNEMPLOYMENT RATE, CAMBRIDGE AND NORTH DUMFRIES, 2006 

 

EDUCATION 

HIGHEST LEVEL OF SCHOOLING 

Of the population 15 years-old and over in 2006, the educational attainment hierarchy was the same for both 
Cambridge and North Dumfries, with slightly different relative terms.  �e most common educational 
attainment in 2006 was “high school certificate or equivalent” at 29.6% of Cambridge’s population, and 
25.0% of the population of North Dumfries.  �e next most common attainment was “no certificate, 
diploma or degree” at 27.4% for Cambridge and 23.4% in North Dumfries, followed by “college, CEGEP, 
or other non-university certificate or diploma” at 19.8% and 22.0%, “university certificate, diploma, or 
degree” at 12.0% and 16.6%, “apprenticeship or trades certificate or diploma” at 8.7% and 10.1%, and 
finally “university certificate or diploma below the bachelor level” at 2.7% and 2.9%.  With respect to gender, 
Cambridge and North Dumfries had a similar display of most to least common educational attainment, with 
two exceptions.  First, the second most common educational attainment for females in North Dumfries in 
2006 was “college, CEGEP, or other non-university certificate or diploma,” which displaced the second most 
common attainment in the general population of “no certificate, diploma or degree.”  Next, the educational 
attainment “apprenticeship or trades certificate or diploma” supplanted “university certificate, diploma, or 
degree” as the fourth most common educational attainment for males in both Cambridge and North 
Dumfries.    
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Population by 
Census Tract

160 - 535

536 - 880

881 - 1125

1126 - 1530

1531 - 1890

Population 15 Years and Over without a Certificate, Diploma or Degree
Cambridge and North Dumfries, 2006

Cambridge

North Dmfries

Produced by: Social Planning Council of Cambridge and North Dumfries
Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, DMTI  Spatial

MAP 25: POPULATION 15 YEARS AND OVER WITHOUT A CERTIFICATE, DIPLOMA OR DEGREE 

With respect to the population not having completed postsecondary education, the largest proportional 
sample in all regions (Cambridge, North Dumfries, Ontario, Canada) in 2006 was the 15-24 years-old age 
group.  Presumably, a large section of this population had not yet finished either high school or a 
postsecondary degree beyond high school due to the young age of the sample.  In the age group of 25-34 year-
olds, a mere 7.0% in North Dumfries and 11.5% in Cambridge had not completed at least high school, and 
15.2% in North Dumfries and 29.9% in Cambridge had not attained beyond a high school certificate or 
equivalent.  �e figures for Ontario and Canada were between North Dumfries and Cambridge, as 8.7% in 
Ontario and 10.9% Canada-wide had not finished high school, and 23.8% in Ontario and 22.5% in Canada 
had not attained beyond a high school certificate or equivalent, as of 2006.  �e 35-64 years-old samples 
presented as less educated as compared with the 25-34 years-old samples.  In 2006, concerning the population 
of 35-64 year-olds, 15.8% in North Dumfries and 20.7% in Cambridge had not completed at least high 
school, and 24.1% in North Dumfries and 29.1% in Cambridge had not attained beyond a high school 
certificate or equivalent.  �e figures for Ontario and Canada were similar to the figures for North Dumfries, 
as 15.0% of the 35-64 years-old population in Ontario and 16.8% of the 35-64 years-old population Canada-
wide had not finished high school, and 25.4% in Ontario and 24.3% in Canada had not attained beyond a 
high school certificate or equivalent. 
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FIGURE 34: EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT BY GENDER, PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL POPULATION, 2006 

 
 

POST-SECONDARY FIELD OF STUDY 

The most populous field of study for residents with a postsecondary degree, certificate, or diploma was 
“Architecture, Engineering, and Related Technologies.”  In 2006, this field was studied by 27.7% (25.8% 
comprised of males, 1.9% of females) of the postsecondary educated population of Cambridge, and 26.3% 
(24.1% comprised of males, 2.2% of females) of the postsecondary educated population of North Dumfries.  
This field was the most popular field among males in Cambridge and North Dumfries.  The next most 
populous field of study, which was also the most popular for females and second-most popular for males in 
Cambridge and North Dumfries, was “Business, Management, and Public Administration.”  The field was 
studied by 21.4% (13.2% comprised of females, 8.2% of males) of the postsecondary educated population of 
Cambridge, and 17.9% (12.5% comprised of females, 5.4% of males) of the postsecondary educated 
population of North Dumfries.  The third most commonly studied field, which was also the second-most 
popular among females from Cambridge and North Dumfries, was “Health, Parks, Recreation and Fitness” at 
13.5% in Cambridge (11.6% comprised of females, 2.0% of males), and 13.1% (11.6% comprised of females 
and 2.5% of males) in the postsecondary educated population of North Dumfries.     
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FIGURE 35: POPULATION WITH POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION BY MAJOR FIELD OF STUDY AND GENDER, 
2006 
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COMMUNITY SUMMARY (2006 CENSUS) 

 Cambridge North Dumfries 
Population   

Total population 120,371 9,065 

0-4 6.5% 5.7% 

5-14 13.9% 15.5% 

15-24 13.6% 13.6% 

25-44 30.2% 26.4% 

45-64 24.4% 28.5% 

65+ 11.3% 10.3% 

   

Family   

Population 15+ 95,785 7,145 

Legally married 52.8% 63.2% 

Separated 3.9% 2.5% 

Single 30.5% 24.8% 

Divorced 7.0% 5.6% 

Widowed 5.6% 3.8% 

   

# of census families in private 
households 

34,370 2,665 

Married couple families 72.5% 84.2% 

Lone-parent families 15.6% 7.7% 

Common-law families 11.9% 8.1% 

Average # of persons per family 3.1 3.1 

Immigration and Language   

Population 119,410 9,045 

Born in Canada 78.6% 87.8% 

Immigrant 21.1% 12.1% 

Non-permanent resident <1% 0 

   

Knowledge of English only 92.4% 95.2% 

Knowledge of French only <1% <1% 

Knowledge of English & French 5.9% 4.5% 

Knowledge neither English nor French 1.6% <1% 
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Education   

Population 15+ 94,815 7,140 

Less than grade nine 27.4% 23.3% 

Grades 9 - 13 29.6% 25.0% 

Trades with certificate/diploma 8.6% 10.1% 

College 19.8% 22.0% 

University 14.6% 19.5% 

   

Labour Force   

Population 15+ in labour force 68,115  

Employed 94.1% 96.2% 

Unemployed 5.9% 3.8% 

Unemployed youth (15-24) 1,645 95 

   

Income   

Median individual income $28,928 $34,917 

Median census family income (all) $75,313 $91,883 

Average lone-parent family income $49.792 $61,094 

# of economic families 33,730 2,595 

Low income families 7.1% 5.1% 

   

Housing   

# of occupied private dwellings 43,290 3,045 

Single detached house 59.9% 88.8% 

Semi-detached house 8.2% 4.4% 

Row house 10.5% 1.0% 

Apartment 20.8% 5.6% 

   

Rent 25.9% 12.0% 

Own 74.1% 88.0% 

   

Median gross rent $750 $732 

Average value of owned dwelling $252,502 $365,200 
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GLOSSARY OF SELECTED CENSUS TERMS 

Definitions have been adapted from Statistics Canada definitions, accessed online at 
http://www.statcan.ca/english/concepts/index.htm on March 29, 2009. 
 
Aboriginal ancestry refers to a person who can trace his or her ancestry to Aboriginal linguistic family whose 
traditional lands fell in total or in part in the geographic area that is now Canada. Aboriginal ancestry also 
refers to a person who has been accorded Aboriginal rights by legislation, for example, by marriage to an 
Aboriginal person. 
 
Aboriginal identity refers to a person who reports that he or she identifies with, or is a member of, an 
organic political or cultural entity that stems historically from the original persons of North America. The 
term includes the Indian, Inuit and Métis peoples of Canada. 
 
Age refers to the age of a person (or subject) of interest at last birthday (or relative to a specified, well-defined 
reference date). 
 
Census family is defined as a married couple and the children, if any, of either or both spouses; a couple 
living common law and the children, if any, of either or both partners; or, a lone parent of any marital status 
with at least one child living in the same dwelling and that child or those children. All members of a particular 
census family live in the same dwelling. A couple may be of opposite or same sex. Children may be children 
by birth, marriage or adoption regardless of their age or marital status as long as they live in the dwelling and 
do not have their own spouse or child living in the dwelling. Grandchildren living with their grandparent(s) 
but with no parents present also constitute a census family. 
 
Common law status refers to whether the person aged 15 or over is living with a person of the opposite sex 
or of the same sex as a couple but is not legally married to that person. It includes situations where the 
members of such a couple are living apart temporarily because of illness, work or school. 
 
Educational attainment refers to the highest level of schooling a person has attained in terms of grades of 
elementary or secondary school completed and certificates or diplomas obtained. It also refers to post 
secondary institutions attended and certificates, degrees or diplomas granted. 
 
Ethnicity is somewhat multidimensional as it includes aspects such as race, origin or ancestry, identity, 
language and religion. It may also include more subltle dimensions such as culture, the arts, customs and 
beliefs and even practices such as dress and food preparation. It is also dynamic and in a constant state of flux. 
It will change as a result of new immigration flows, blending and intermarriage, and new identities may be 
formed. 
Family structure refers to the combination of relatives that comprise a family. Classification on this variable 
considers the presence or absence of: legally married spouses or common law partners; children; and, in the 
case of economic families, other relatives. 
 
Household applies to a person or group of people who occupy the same dwelling and do not have a usual 
place of residence elsewhere in Canada or abroad. The dwelling may be either a collective dwelling or a 
private dwelling. The household may consist of a family group such as a census family, of two or more 
families sharing a dwelling, of a group of unrelated persons or of a person living alone. 
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Immigration concerns the movement of nationals of any given country to another country for the purpose of 
settlement. It applies to a person who has been granted the right to permanently live in Canada by 
immigration authorities. It usually applies to persons born outside Canada but may also apply to a small 
number of persons born inside Canada to parents who are foreign nationals. Similarly, some small number of 
persons who are Canadian by birth have been born outside Canada to Canadian parents. Once a person has 
been accorded immigrant status it becomes a life-long attribute as long as the person lives in Canada. 
Therefore, immigrants are often further classified by period of immigration in order to distinguish between 
recent immigrants and earlier immigrants.   
 
Lone-parent family includes families containing only one parent with his or her child(ren) 
 
Mobility and migration concerns the movement of persons from one place to another. It includes persons 
who, in a specified reference period have not moved or have moved from one residence to another. The 
former are referred to as non-movers and the latter as movers. Movers include non-migrants and migrants. 
Non-migrants are persons who did move but remained in the same city, town, township, village or Indian 
Reserve. Migrants include internal migrants who moved to a different city, town, township, village or Indian 
Reserve within Canada. External migrants include persons who lived outside Canada at the earlier reference 
date. These external migrants include landed immigrants who moved to Canada but also Canadian-born 
persons who were out of the country but returned during the reference period. 
 
Mother tongue, refers to the first language a person learned at home in childhood and still understands. 
 
Non-official language refers to the language(s) spoken by a person (other than English or French) well 
enough to conduct a conversation. 
 
Official language refers to the ability of a person to conduct a conversation in English only, in French only, 
in both English and French or in neither English nor French. 
 
Place of birth applies to the province or territory of a person if born in Canada or the country if born outside 
Canada. Respondents are to report their place of birth according to provincial or international boundaries in 
effect at the time of enumeration not at the time of birth. Place of origin refers to the country of residence in 
which a person born outside Canada last resided before immigrating to Canada. 
 
Visible minority refers to whether or not a person, under criteria established by the Employment Equity Act, 
is non-Caucasian in race or non-white in colour. Under the Act, an Aboriginal person is not considered to be 
a Visible Minority 
 

 

  




